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and quadrilateral, and pass, one upon each side, from tbe antero-external angle 
of the hyo-sternal bone obliquely upwards and inwards to a depression about tbe 
middle of tbe outer margin of the first costal plate. The posterior columns of 
support have nearly the same form as the anterior, and pass from the postero- 
external angle of the hypo-sternal bone upwards, backwards and a little inwards 
to a depression formed at the junction of the fifth and sixth costal plates. Dr. 
L. gave to this fossil the generic and specific name of Stylemys* nebrascensis. 



April 22d. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

A letter was read from Mr. John Hooper, Secretary of the Brooklyn 
Institute, dated New York, Feb. 17th, 1851, accompanying a beautiful 
collection of native Algae, (42 species,) presented by him to the Aca- 
demy, and offering to contribute further if desirable. 

Mr. Cassin read a paper, intended for publication in the Proceedings, 
entitled " Notes of an Examination of the Birds composing the family 
Caprimulgidae in the collection of the Acad. Nat. Sciences ;" which 
was referred to Dr. Wilson, Dr. Watson, and Dr. Ruschenberger. 

Dr. Leidy called the attention of the members to two fossil Tortoises from 
Nebraska Territory, received through Professor Baird. 

One of them consists of a great portion of the carapace and sternum broken 
into two fragments. It belongs to the genus Testudo. Its length has been 
about 2 feet, the breadth is 20 inches, and the height 9 inches. The bones are 
thick and strong. The species Dr. L. named Testudo lata. 

The second specimen consists of four-fifths of the sternum and about one-third 
of the carapax. In its perfect state it has been about 9J inches in.length, 7Jin 
breadth, and about 5J high. The carapace is very convex. The costal plates 
are alternately narrow and broad at their outer extremity, and have been united 
to the marginal plates by cartilage. The latter rise at first a little convex from 
the sternum, but are afterwards vertical. The species Dr. L. named Kmys 
hemispherica. 

Mr. Isaac Lea, referring to his late communication to the Academy 
on the subject of fossil bones in the collection from the new red sand- 
stone, stated that since then he had received the Proceedings of the 
Boston Natural History Society, which contained a paper by Mr. 
Welles, read in December last, noticing the fact that fossil bones of 
large vertebrate animals had been found in two instances in the red 
sandstone of Connecticut valley. Mr. Lee said that this was the first 
notice he had met with of the discovery of bones of this character in 
this formation. 

Dr. Morton offered some remarks on the infrequency of mixed off- 
spring between the European and Australian races. 

The singular paucity of half-caste or mulatto children in New Holland, has 
been remarked ever since that country was first colonized by Europeans. Of 

* vrvxot ; tf*vs. 
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the fact there can no longer be a question ; it has even led to official inquiries on 
the part of the Colonial Government, and is yet regarded as a physiological pa- 
radox. 

Among many other questions which the Legislative Council of Sydney has 
addressed to the colonial magistrates, was the following one : " Are there any. 
and how many, half-castes in your district 1" The official replies of thirty-one 
of these magistrates are published in detail in the " Minutes of Evidence " issued 
by the Legislature of Sydney, in October, 1845.* Prom these Reports I have 
drawn up the following Tablb, in which is given the name of each colony or 
settlement, the whole number of aborigines inhabiting its precincts, the nnmber 
of half-breeds living with the natives, and the number also of half-breeds who 
remain with the white population. 



Settlement. 



No. of Natives. 



Half breeds liv- 
ing with the na- 
tives. 



Half breeds liv- 
ing with the whites . 



Oarling Downs,... 

Moreton Bay, 

McLeay River, 

Port Macquarie,... 
Raymond Terrace,, 
Dungog, 



Scone, 



New Castle, 

Wollombi, 

Brisbane Water, 

Windsor, 

Bathurst, 

Picton , , 

Berrima, 

Bungonia, 

Goulburn 

Queanbeyan, 

Mudgee, 

New England 

Broulee, 

Murrumbidgee 

Maneroo, 

County of Grant, 

Murray, 

Western Port, 

Portland Bay, 

Gipp's Land, 

Melbourne, 

Campaspe, 

Yarra, 

Western Establishment,. 



1000 
4000 

429 

370 

53 

63 

70 or 80 

38 

73 

47 

63 
150 

56 

40 

Uncertain, 

20 or 30 

60 

50 
500 to 600 

250 
2000 

687 

200 

210 
1000 
3000 



Very few. 

Not many. 

20 to 30 

3 

3 

f Majority of 
children. 

Very few. 

None. 

2 



3 or 4 



But few. 



None. 
None. 

None. 



Very few. 

None. 

2 

3 

A few. 

11 

2 or 3 

Several. 

A few. 

1 

1-5$ 

12 
A few. 

12 
None. 
None.g 

2|l 
None. 



1000 




2 


5000 


20 or 30 




1522 




6 


165 


1 




2000 


2 





* For these very interesting documents I am indebted to the kindness of Dr. Charles Nicholson, 
a highly intelligent member of the Legislative Council. 

tThe magistrate testifies that there are "very few children" in his District, and that the 
majority of them are half-caste. 

X This number, « one fifth," evidently alludes- to the children, though it is vaguely expressed. 

{ " Several have been born, but I know of a one living." 

| " Very few. I have only seen two." 
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Now we have here the extraordinary fact that, while the native population in 
the thirty-one districts is represented to be nearly 15,000, the whole number of 
half-castes or mulattoes does not exceed 200. 

The causes of this singular disparity have been variously surmised. Infanti- 
cide at birth is one of them ; but this can have but a partial effect, for we find 
that fully one-half of the mixed race is living with the natives. Syphilis is also 
adduced, but its influence is manifestly very restricted. Promiscuous inter- 
course is certainly a check upon fecundity ; but why should its influence be more 
manifest in Australia than elsewhere? and as to repugnance between the races, 
this has been set aside by local circumstance?. These and various other con- 
siderations have been cited in explanation, but without satisfying the inquirer ; 
and we may therefore ask, is not the real cause the difference of race, the dis- 
parity of primordial organization ? 

Perhaps no two human racesare more remote from each other than the Eu- 
ropean and Australian; and where such extremes are blended, reason and analogy 
lead us to expect only a limited fertility. In connection with, and explanatory 
of, this phenomenon, Count Strzelecki, a distinguished Polish traveller, has 
stated the following proposition, which I give nearly in his own terms : — When- 
ever a female of an aboriginal or barbarous tribe, has conceived by a European, 
she loses the power of conception on a renewal of intercourse with a male of her 
own race, retaining that only of procreating with a white man. "Hundreds of 
instances of this extraordinary fact," observes Count Strzelecki, " are on record 
in the writer's memoranda, to prove that the sterility of the female being relative 
only to one, and not to another male, is not accidental, but follows laws as cogent, 
though as mysterious, as the rest of those connected with generation." — New 
South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, p. 346. 

My object on the present occasion is merely to state the apparent facts of the 
case, in order to draw the attention of physiologists, and observers in general, 
to a more careful and extended notice of these remarkabla phenomena. 



April 29<A. 
Dr. Morton, President, in the Chair. 

Tbe Committee to which was referred Mr. Cassin's paper, read at 
last meeting, reported in favor of publication in the Proceedings. 

Notes of an examination of the Birds composing the family Oaprimulgida, in 
the collection of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 

By John Cassin. 
1 . Caprimulgidse. 

No family of birds presents an aspect more uninviting, nor perhaps greater 
real difficulties in its investigation, nor has any one been more generally neglec- 
ted, than this. The great fathers of modern Zoology have been but rarely con- 
sulted respecting their knowledge of Caprimulgus. 

The notes I am now about to offer, I have only to say, are the results of much 
labor and of as careful research as lam capable of making with the assistance and 



